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SUMMARY

Systematic baseline survey was conducted in the Scratchgravel Hills, documenting two Montana plant
species of special concern, two watch species, and six plant associations. They represent a biological
crossroads pattern, made up of the following noteworthy features:

- Anextensive population of lesser rushy milkvetch (4stragalus convallarius), a Great Basin plant
species disjunct at the northern end of its range

- Asmall population of linearleaf fleabane (Erigeron linearis), a Columbia Plateau plant species
disjunct at the eastern end of its range

- Two small populations of taxa that remain on the watch list because they live primarily or exclusively
in Montana and nowhere else, Klausibladderpod (Lesquerella klausii) and rabbitsfoot crazyweed
(Oxytropis lagopus var. conjugens)

- Tworelatively intact and well-developed Rocky Mountain plant associations that are noteworthy for
their site-specific conditions, though not for their plant association rarity; the Douglas fir/rough
fescue plant association (Pseudotsuga menziesii/Festuca scabrella p.a.), and the foothills form of
the bluebunch wheatgrass plant association (Pseudoroegneria spicatum ii Bouteloua gracilis p.a.)

One of these, the lesser rushy milkvetch occurrence, represents among the best examples in the state.
Two more of these represent the only documented examples in the Helena Valley and among the most
unusual examples in the state, including the linearleaf fleabane occurrence and the Douglas fir/rough
fescue plant association.

The Scratchgravel Hills have a moderate level of state biodiversity significance warranting elevated
attention to the most pressing management needs, noxious weed control.
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